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Dear Fiona McLauchlan,
WalkSydney is a community group working to make it easier, safer and more pleasant to walk in Greater
Sydney (Wollongong to Newcastle, and the Ocean to the Blue Mountains). With a growing population we
need to ensure people can easily walk to public transport, local shops and services, and shared transport
options. The review of traffic in Bulli and Thirroul provides another opportunity to achieve those outcomes.
WalkSydney opposes most of the changes you are proposing for Bulli and Thirroul given they make walking
less pleasant and less safe. We encourage Transport for NSW to prioritise and improve the following
aspects of the proposed improvements:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Apply Movement and Place framework appropriately to support high streets
Increase accessibility and amenity around shopping areas
Prioritisation of people over traffic speed
Reduce congestion by prioritising public transport accessibility
Proper infrastructure to support safe and easy walking and cycling
30km/hr speed limits in residential neighbourhoods
Adequate footpaths and walking infrastructure for Point Street and Trinity Row

Since the Covid19 crisis, we have seen less traffic congestion, in particular in Bulli. The average number of
people making the commute from Illawarra to Sydney fell by over 20% against the previous year in March
2021. Even when the lockdowns were lifted in early 2021, the number of people making the daily commute
remained below where it was in the previous year.1
Given that most of your suggestions are based on data and attitudes before the Covid19 crisis hit, we
believe that the situation has changed and less consideration needs to be given to improve car journey
times - at least in the near future.
A big part of the community is now putting higher emphasis on sustainable transport options and the idea of
a 20-minute neighbourhood with local vibrant shops and cafes. Given the changed circumstances, we
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believe it would be necessary to reassess the data and hold off removing car parking and introducing
clearways.
We believe supporting local shops and walkability should be given higher priority and you should reassess
traffic congestion in a few years to understand if travel patterns due to more remote working are here to
stay and if an improved walking network helps to ease congestion.
We recommend to hold off making any changes to the main streets aimed to speed up car
movements and instead focus on improving walkability especially on side streets and in
surrounding neighbourhoods.
1. Apply Movement and Place framework appropriately
In Bulli, the Princess Highway between Station Street and Park Road functions as a High Street with shops
but is also a travel corridor for cars. We believe you have given too much thought to the road’s traffic
function (rather than focussing on the appropriate Movement & Place identification) when you are
suggesting to extend the hours of the clearways: as it stands the parked cars reduce noise and speed. We
don't think it is or should be a movement corridor only - for example earlier this year a trendy cafe opened
on the High Street in Bulli2 - it would have hardly opened in this location if everyone would see this street as
a pure Movement Corridor.
The posted speed limit is 60km/h. Introducing clearways means that cars are more likely to reach the
maximum speed of 60km/h. While there are traffic lights available to cross the street for people walking,
these are 350m apart. It would be ideal if people walking would only cross at traffic lights. However it is
important to acknowledge that people walking are expending the most amount of their own energy
compared to other road users. Quite a few people cross the street away from the traffic lights as they
consider the lights too far out of their way.
An increase in average speed of 1 km/h typically results in a 3% higher risk of a crash involving injury, with
a 4–5% increase for crashes that result in fatalities.3 The proposed removal of parking results in an
increase in risk of a fatal pedestrian injury on the High Street as speeds are likely going to increase.
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2. Increase accessibility and amenity around shopping areas
You are proposing to take away kerbside parking along the High Street in Bulli and Thirroul.
We are aware most of the outcry from the community is about the removal of parking. Our group has in
principle no problem to reduce parking (for example to widen footpaths, plant trees or provide separated
bike lanes). We believe the reason why people believe that they have to park right in front of a shop (and
not behind the shops) is that walking along the High Streets and crossing these is unpleasant. It can take
up to two minutes wait for a green phase on Princess Highway or Lawrence Hargrave Drive (LHD) for
pedestrians to cross. The green phases are extremely short too. Cars passing by at up to 60km/h (in Bulli)
or 50km/h (in Thirroul) are noisy and make walking unpleasant. LHD is hard to cross - it needs more
pedestrian priority crossings or lower speed limits.
3. Prioritisation of people over traffic speed
You have identified a need to reduce travel times for cars - however the community’s concern is less the
travel times but that too many cars create noise, pollution and congestion and make our streets unpleasant.
The community wants less traffic and High Streets where people can hold a conversation and enjoy a
coffee without cars flying by just inches from the kerb. The community wants the local shops to thrive.
An approach to make driving more convenient while making walking and cycling even less convenient is
not going to address the issues and will only further increase car dependency.
The Committee for Sydney has published a Reclaiming Sydney’s High Streets report to illustrate
opportunities and examples of poor design of high streets and identify a set of practical steps we can take
to reclaim, revive, and restore high streets across all of greater Sydney. The report demonstrates the
importance of local shopping streets as the true centres of neighborhood life when they are working well,
providing convenience and identity, an opportunity for small businesses to thrive and a natural way to
connect people together. The below photos taken from that brochure demonstrate areas of improvement for
Bulli and Thirroul.
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When you calculate travel times through Bulli and Thirroul you might want to consider studies that show
how little impact lower speed limits have on travel time. Well-timed traffic lights often have a higher impact
on travel times and streets with lower speed limits have higher capacity. A link to a study in Berlin explores
outcomes when the speed limit was lowered from 50km/h to 30km/h on some double lane arterial roads in
Berlin.4
For the High Streets we wonder why you think 50km/h (for Thirroul) and 60km/h (for Bulli) are appropriate.
For high pedestrian areas 40km/h or even better 30km/h are much more appropriate.5

4

https://30please.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/140325-LK-Argus-TUNE-ULR-AP2-Summary-1.pdf

5

https://austroads.com.au/publications/road-safety/agrs03/media/AGRS03-21_Guide_to_Road_Safety_Part_3_Safe_S
peed.pdf

WalkSydney
www.walksydney.org

4. Reduce congestion by prioritising public transport accessibility
Making walking safer and more pleasant should be your first priority to reduce congestion. If you also make
improvements to the public transport schedule, many people could walk to the train or bus stop and get to
their destination instead of driving. It is crucial that the walk to the bus or train station is pleasant and safe
and not a barrier to considering the use of public transport.

Walking combined with public transport is a great way to get around.
The cycling route from Bulli to the express train station in Thirroul has a few weak links that could easily be
fixed, especially if 30km/h speed limits through neighbourhoods would be considered. A shared path on the
western side of Thirroul railway station from Railway Parade to Wrexham Road would assist all active
transport users from McCauleys estate and Bulli, by avoiding the circular route through Thomas Gibson
Park and the Railway lifts. Good signposting of these routes and more secure bike lockers on the western
side of the station would help to achieve a mode shift from car to active transport to catch the train.

5. Proper infrastructure to support safe and easy walking and cycling
It is positive to see you are proposing to build a footpath and reduce speed limits in Station Street Bulli. It
would be good to include two-way bike lanes next to the footpath.
In the proposal it is unclear if you are proposing a shared path or a footpath.
Our group supports more cycling, as walking around cyclists is much more pleasant than next to noisy
motor vehicles. Given the street layout, it should be possible to build a footpath and a separate two-way
bike lane. Where possible it is desirable to separate pedestrians from cyclists.
Removing parking on Park Road will most likely increase speeds. Park Road needs to be easy to cross. On
the north side of Park Street there is a busy cafe, a large medical centre that serves many elderly people, a
beautiful shared path leading towards Point Street used by many families. It has a 50km/h limit, low visibility
due to a hill and no pedestrian priority crossings. Area-wide 30km/h speed limits would make this street
easier to cross. Alternatively, zebra crossings are needed to make this street easier to cross (if speed limit
remains at 50km/h). The excellent shared path off Veigals Lane needs to be better signposted and
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connected to the rest of the walking network (with priority crossings or 30km/h speed limits on Park Road
and Point Street).
6. 30km/hr speed limits in residential neighbourhoods
WalkSydney supports area-wide 30km/h speed limits in residential neighbourhoods.6 Bulli and Thirroul
neighbourhoods would significantly benefit from lower speeds to make walking and cycling more pleasant
and safer. We would see this as a key to give people the option to choose active transport over driving,
especially for shorter distances. This would make it possible to reduce congestion and make people feel
they have an option to avoid driving, especially in peak times for school runs and to the train station.
7. Adequate footpaths and walking infrastructure for Point Street and Trinity Row
A high percentage of streets in the area have no footpaths and are lacking suitable and convenient
crossings. According to Austroads, lower urban speed limits are the most effective way to increase
pedestrian safety.
Point Street is being used as a rat run. There are no footpaths or pedestrian priority crossing on Point
Street. Many people walk on Point Street - mixing with 50km/h traffic. The street is used by many mums
pushing prams. It needs footpaths.
If lower speed limits could be considered, footpaths could be provided at much lower costs as they would
not need to be raised.
The Blue Mile along Trinity Row is one of the most beautiful walking infrastructure Wollongong has to offer.
Given it also functions as a shared path and its popularity with people walking and cycling alike, it is
overcrowded.
Trinity Row is hard to cross as there are no pedestrian priority crossings and 50km/h limits.
Reducing speeds to 30km/h would mean cyclists could cycle on the street and it would make the street
easier to cross.
A walking and cycling network is only as good as its weakest link. Bulli and Thirroul have the potential to be
perfect examples of healthy, walkable 20-minute neighbourhoods. There is not that much investment
needed to make these links (a few crossings and 30km/h limits in residential streets). Giving locals an
alternative to driving will lead to a happier, healthier community with less traffic.
Yours sincerely,
WalkSydney
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